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Being the leading Grammy nominee does not always guarantee that you will be the top winner. Last year, for example, Mariah Carey, John Legend and Kanye West led the contenders with five nominations each, but each ended up with only three trophies.
 
However, this year’s top nominee, Mary J. Blige, is a good bet to also come up a big winner when the Grammys are handed out Feb. 11 in Los Angeles. The R&B artist, who has eight nominations, will likely share the Grammy spotlight with the Dixie Chicks, holders of five nominations
 
Look for the controversial Chicks to sweep three of the four major categories as their single “Not Ready to Make Nice” is honored as song of the year and record of the year and their album “Taking the Long Way” cops the top album honor. It will be the Grammy voters’ way of striking a blow for artistic freedom. The Chicks also will win for top country album and country group vocal performance.
 
Blige will dominate the R&B field, where she is likely to win four awards, including best song and top female vocal performance for her single “Be Without You” and top album for “Breakthrough.” Blige should also pick up an award for best pop collaboration, thanks to her joint effort with U2 on their new version of “One.” 
 
Of course, it’s always hard to predict how the Grammy voters will lean in any category. To vote, you must be a member of the Recording Academy. That means you have actually participated in some part of the recording process, as performer, producer, engineer or cover designer, for example. The Academy has made a conscious effort in recent years to remain relevant by signing up new members and adding new awards categories.
 
Kelly Clarkson’s two trophies last year proved that Grammy voters are not afraid to honor a former “American Idol” star. That bodes well for Carrie Underwood, who should take the best new artist honor over James Blunt, Chris Brown, Imogen Heap and Corinne Bailey Rae. Underwood also is a likely victor in the country category for top female vocal performance for her single, “Jesus, Take the Wheel.”
 
Look for the Red Hot Chili Peppers to take the award for best rock album for “Stadium Arcadium,” in a field that includes the John Mayer Trio, Tom Petty, the Raconteurs and Neil Young. Gnarls Barkley’s “St. Elsewhere” will take the best alternative music album honor.
 
Bob Dylan has proven to be a favorite with Grammy voters in recent years and he’ll come up big, with “Someday Baby” taking best solo rock song and best rock vocal performance honors. Dylan’s album, “Modern Times,” will be honored in the newly renamed contemporary folk/Americana category. Bruce Springsteen will also pick up a trophy in the best traditional folk category for his popular album “We Shall Overcome: The Seeger Sessions.”
 
The rap category has a wide range of nominees and is tough to predict, but T.I. appears likely to be the man of the hour, with wins for top album (“King”) and solo performance (“What You Know”).
 
Producer of the year honors will go to will.i.am, who is nominated for his wide-ranging work with Blige, Fergie, Justin Timberlake, Santana, Busta Rhymes and Sergio Mendes.
 
Of course, only a handful of these awards will be handed out during the televised portion of the show on CBS. That means viewers will miss the chance to meet some of the exciting new faces on the scene, including this writer’s new favorite, James Hunter, whose lively “People Gonna Talk” is nominated as best traditional blues album.  
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